
Handbook Residency Guide

All you need to know before your arrival to prepare for your stay. 

Day-to-day rules and regulations of your residency program. 

Overall facilities and possibilities.

Our residency program is designed to provide the ideal environment for artistic 
creation while in direct contact with a natural setting. 

We have two different offers:
1. Residency in one of our individual houses “Casa do Sol” or “Casa do Vale” with free 

access to the shared studio. 

2. Residency in a shared house, our “Residências” with optional access to the shared 

studio. 



If you choose one of our independent guesthouses for your creative time-out, you will
have the whole house for yourself and your family. The houses are fully equipped, and
include also linen, towels and breakfast at “Cafe ́ da Videira”.

Once a week there will be a cleaning service and you can have access to our laundry
service, if requested, for an additional fee.

We can provide a working place inside your house (table, easel, etc., let us know what
you would need). This way you can work on your own, but you have also free access to
the shared studios and all working facilities.

1. Residency in an individual house

If requested in advance, we can provide specialized technical advice (for an extra
fee). You have access to our small (but growing!) library (literature, arts and crafts
books and magazines).

Free Wi-Fi access you find at the “Ateliers” and at “Cafe ́ da Videira”. Our houses
are Wi-Fi-free areas, but in case you need internet in your house, for your work,
you can bring or buy a prepaid pen (Vodafone).



The “Residências” is a house for accommodation in rooms shared with other artists or 
travelers. 

It has 3 levels, with two bathrooms on the first floor, one sleeping room and 
kitchen/dining room on the second floor and another sleeping room and a living on the 
third floor. 

• The residency provides linens and towels at no additional cost. 
• The residents are asked to keep all shared areas clean, once a week there will be a 

general cleaning service. 
• There will be no more than five residents at a time but you may still share you room 

with other travelers or students from the Arts and Crafts School.
• The residency coordinator is present daily and gives basic support. Once a week 

there is a shared follow-up dinner, so we can talk about how things and works are 
going. 

• Breakfast is not included but you can still add it for an extra fee.

2. Residency in a shared house



Room
Each room has 6 beds in bunks. The rooms are separated for women and men. You have 
your own locker and key.

Bathroom
The two bathrooms are located at the first floor of the house, each one has two toilets 
and two showers. The bathrooms are separated for women and men. The residency 
provides toilet paper and soap at no additional cost. 

Kitchen 
The kitchen is located on the second floor of the house. Artists must cook their own 
meals and mark their food with a marker or a label. Residents can use the kitchen supplies 
and equipment but must respect the shared space by keeping it clean and organized. 

Dining area 
The dining area is located on the third floor of the house. Residents must respect the 
shared space by keeping it clean and organized. 



House rules

1. During your stay please preserve our environment and be reasonable in water and

electricity use. Separate plastic from paper and glass and take your bags to the

recycling station near Café da Videira.

2. Smoking is not allowed inside the house.

3. Open fires are not allowed anywhere in the village by the firefighters for safety 

reasons. 

4. Please use the premises, equipment and inventory that are at your disposal

carefully as a good guest.

5. Please note that you will be held accountable for any damage you are responsible

for.

6. The residency is not liable in case of theft or loss.

7. Please avoid making noise in the room after 10 p.m.

8. For safety and hygiene reasons, consumption of hot meals or drinks in the shared

bedroom is not allowed.

9. Please report to the staff any lost or found items.

10. Please handle the key with care. In case of loss or damage of the key you will be

charged for its replacement.

11. Do not forget to turn in your house and locker keys when you leave.

12. Guests are not allowed in the house under any circumstances.

13. We reserve the right to break the contract and stop providing services to residents

if they are in violation of this house rules or if they disturb other residents with their

behavior.



Our “Ateliers” are located next door to the “Residências” accommodation. If you stay in 
an individual house or if you are staying in the shared house, and add this to your 
program, you will be provided with a key.

The open space studio has three working areas and is equipped with working tables, basic 
tools and power tools, equipment for ceramics (potter wheels, electric kiln, Sasukenei-
Smokeless wood firing kiln), basic wood carving tools, easels, etc. We provide basic 
technical assistance.

If requested in advance, we can organize specialized technical support with the 
equipment (extra fee). The Ateliers have free Wi-fii.
This space is shared with other artists who requested access and with the Arts & Craft 
School activities and courses. You can check the program online and let us know if you 
wish to take part in a course.

Shared Studio

If you need us to arrange some materials for you locally, because they are not easy to 
carry along with you, just let us know as soon as possible. The artist, with the exception of 
some tools and reusable materials, also pays for the supplies. 

Please remind us of your needs at least two weeks before your stay. 

Materials



In order to guarantee your participation in our residency Program, we kindly ask for an 
initial deposit payment of 30% of the total cost. 

Such payment will guarantee your spot in the program. 

The rest of the payment must be made two weeks before your arrival. If you cancel your 
participation in the residency Program, we do not refund the deposit. We can secure 
your deposit for the next time. We have programs every year, so don’t hesitate to e-mail 
us once you have the possibility to come! 

Reservations

We ask all residents a one-time refundable deposit of €50 in cash upon arrival. 

There are a lot of materials/equipment that can be broke or damaged around the 
house and in the Ateliers. The deposit must be paid upon arrival to the village and will 
be refunded before your departure if no losses are verified. 

Security Deposit

Be aware that you are going to a very isolated and quiet place. Although you will not find 
any distractions like TV or computers, sometimes you may want to distract yourself by 
reading a book, so bring your favorite entertainment. 

• Make the best of the time you have and plan activities with your roommates. There are 

some beautiful hiking trails on the mountains that you can take. 

• If you really need to check your e-mail, please bring your computer. We do have Wi-Fi 

at the “Cafe ́ da Videira” and at the studio. 

• There is a reason why we provide weekly trips to the supermarket. There is no 

supermarket or grocery store at the village. Don’t forget to do some shopping before 

your arrival to the village. 

• Please bring comfortable clothing and shoes. Sneakers or boots and comfy clothes are 

perfect. Even in summer the mountains might be fresh at night, so you should bring a 

warm jumper. 

• If you need to exchange money, you should do it at the airport when you arrive or in 

the city you drive at. There are no liable exchange places in Lousã. 

Useful tips



Cerdeira’s Village is an unique area that represents the rural and
architectural traditions of Portugal. Did you know that Cerdeira
is more than 400 years old?

In the village you can enjoy organic tea produced locally, listen
to deer in September, take a walk to the nearby village of
Candal or visit the Art gallery, for those who are looking for a
special gift.

Explore and discover the village

Breakfast is served daily from 8:00 to 10:00 a.m. in Cafe da Videira. If you wish to have
breakfast at home, you can opt for a breakfast basket that needs to be ordered in the prior
day. Whenever possible, we privilege local and organic products.

In order to avoid waste, choose what you want in the right dose.

Breakfast



Wi-Fi is free but only accessible at Videira’s Cafe. This way we know you will focus on
other things!
Name: Cafe Security Protocol: WPA2 Pass: VideiraCerdeira

Wi-fi

Did you forget to buy something essential? You don't have to worry, talk to us, we have
some grocery products available at Cafe da Videira. The village of Lousa ̃ has several
supermarkets and the local market of Lousa ̃ is open on Tuesday and Saturday mornings.
We provide weekly trips to the supermarket with our staff.

Groceries

We have a small library where you can find books and magazines about arts, crafts,
ethnology and Portuguese traditions. We have a small library where you can have access
to books and games. Let us know so we can open the library door for you.

Library

You can get a souvenir or special gift from our gallery. Here, we have pieces from artist,
friends of Cerdeira, local suppliers and pieces made in the village, from pottery to home
made jam.

Gallery



Nossa Senhora de Fátima’s Chapel
Located at the entrance of the village, this chapel 
was built for the residents in the 1950s.

Alminhas
This shrine is a small monument for the dead, a place 
of worship. This is the only one in the mountain of 
Lousã. Try to find it on the wall of Casa da Azeitona. 
The legend says that if you leave a coin and ask for a 
wish, it will come true!

House of Arts
A house built under the EcoArq (Ecological 
Architecture) project that uses only traditional 
materials and techniques. In this building we run 
workshops and creative activities!

The Fountain of “Great Lovers”
The perfect place to drink a glass of pure water from the 
mountain. This fountain is one of the most important 
vestiges of the ancient inhabitants, it was founded in 
1938.

Smokeless Klin- SASUKENEI
Designed and built under the direction of the Japanese 
master potter Sensei Masakazu Kusakabe in August 2015. 
During a two-week workshop with the help of a dozen 
Portuguese ceramic artists. This work has provided 
Cerdeiras artistic project with an unique equipment in 
Portugal. A key piece for national artistic production in 
the field of contemporary ceramics.

Attractions at Cerdeira



For more information:
www.cerdeirahomeforcreativity.com

reservations@cerdeirahomeforcreativity.com

+351 911 789 605

+351 239 160 799

Useful Contacts
Kerstin Thomas: +351 911 789 603 (Art Project Coordinator)

Emergency: 112
Police: +351 239 990 660

(In case of an emergency of any kind, this is the first number you 

should call because all the ambulances in Lousa ̃ belong to the 
firefighters)

Volunteer Firefighters of Lousã: +351 239 990 530
Lousã City Council: +351 239 990 370

http://www.cerdeirahomeforcreativity.com/

